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On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal 

immersion in the death and resurrection of Christ. This year, the 

Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on five covenants God makes in 

the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as lenses through which to 

view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s 

family in the flood with the way God saves us through the water of 

baptism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but 

the new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole 

world. 
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Prelude 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus 
Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of compassion. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Fountain of living water, 
C: pour out your mercy over us. 

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 

P: Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 
your sins are forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn:  # 504        “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 
 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 
2 No strength of ours can match his might! 
 We would be lost, rejected. 
 But now a champion comes to fight, 
 whom God himself elected. 
 You ask who this may be? 
 The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
 God's only Son, adored. 
 He holds the field victorious. 
 
3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
 all threat'ning to devour us, 
 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
 they cannot overpow'r us. 
 Let this world's tyrant rage; 
 in battle we'll engage! 
 His might is doomed to fail; 
 God's judgment must prevail! 
 One little word subdues him. 
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4 God's Word forever shall abide, 
 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
 for God himself fights by our side 
 with weapons of the Spirit. 
 Were they to take our house, 
 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
 though life be wrenched away, 
 they cannot win the day. 
 The kingdom's ours forever! 
 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 

Greeting & Call to Worship:   
 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
 

A:  The word is near you, 
C:  on your lips and in your heart. 
 

A:  If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
C:  and believe in your heart that God raised him from the  

dead, you will be saved.  
 

A:  Faith comes from what is heard,   
C:  and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.  
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Prayer of the Day: 
 

P:  Let us pray. Holy God, heavenly Father,  
C: in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in 

the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son 
from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy 
angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no 
power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

     Amen. 
 

 

First Reading:  Genesis 9:8-17 
 
8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am 
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after 
you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, 
the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as 
many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, 
that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, 
and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between 
me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall 
be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I 
bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I 
will remember my covenant that is between me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again 
become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the 
clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth.”  
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17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have 
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 
R:  The word of the Lord.       C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Responsive Reading:  Psalm 25:1-10 
 

R:  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.    
 

C:  O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; 
do not let my enemies exult over me.  

 
R:  Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them 

be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.  
 
C:  Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your 

paths.  
 
R:  Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of 

my salvation; for you I wait all day long. 
 
C:  Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast 

love, for they have been from of old.  
 
R: Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

according to your steadfast love remember me, for your 
goodness’ sake, O Lord! 

 
C: Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs 

sinners in the way.  
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R: He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble 
his way. 

 
C: All paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

for those who keep his covenant and his decrees   
 
 

Second Reading:  1 Peter 3:18-22 
 
18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in 
the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and 
made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former 
times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which this 
prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the 
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and 
is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 
made subject to him. 
 

R:  The word of the Lord.       C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation:  
 

Let your steadfast love come to us, O Lord.  Save us as you 
promised; we will trust your word. 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.   
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Gospel Reading:  Mark 1:9-15 
 

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up 
out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
  12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 
13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he 
was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
 
  14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 
believe in the good news.” 
 

P:  The Gospel of our Lord. C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

Children’s Sermon 
 

 

Sermon:  Pastor Kristy Buyok 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: # 768    “Lead Me, Guide Me” 
 

Refrain 
 Lead me, guide me, along the way; 
 for if you lead me, I cannot stray. 
 Lord, let me walk each day with thee. 
 Lead me, O Lord, lead me. 
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1 I am weak and I need thy strength and pow’r 
to help me over my weakest hour. 
Help me through the darkness thy face to see. 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  Refrain 

 
2 Help me tread in the paths of righteousness, 

be my aid when Satan and sin oppress. 
I am putting all my trust in thee. 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  Refrain 

 
3 I am lost if you take your hand from me, 

I am blind without thy light to see. 
Lord, just always let me they servant be. 
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.  Refrain 

 
Text: Doris Akers, 1922-1995. Text and music © 1953 Doris Akers, admin. Unichappell Music, 

Inc. 

 

 

*The Nicene Creed 
 

A:  Together, let us confess our faith.   
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
 

The Prayers: 
 

A:  Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

A:  In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and 
time. Give your church throughout the world a spirit of humility 
and repentance; teach us to trust always in the good news of 
your salvation. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
A:   You have made a covenant of mercy with every living 

creature. Protect all the earth’s creatures from destruction. 
Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and 
science educators. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
A:   All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the 

words and actions of leaders in our community and 
throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the 
lowly. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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A:  Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside 
migrants and refugees crossing dangerous lands. Tend to 
those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to 
all who suffer. We pray especially for Jaime, Gabby, John, 
Karen, Carol, Tonya, Brittney, Tommy, Barb, Pat, The Miller 
Family, Karen, Gary, Sandy, Geraldine, Wanda, Mary, 
Margaret, Jean, the staff and residents of all nursing homes, 
and our St. Paul families: Wanda. Tammy, David & Lorinda, 
for caregivers, hospice workers, and home health aides. Hear 
us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
A: In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. 

Nurture us in our baptismal identity and teach us to live 
within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this 
congregation’s ministries of care and concern. Hear us, O 
God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
A:   In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. We praise you for all those who have died trusting in 
your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness of your 
reign. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful 

God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  
     on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Sharing of the Peace: 
 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
 

 

Offering:   Thank you to everyone who continues to support our 

ministries in this trying time.  You may make an offering by 
clicking the donate button on our website: 
www.stplcsmithville.org, by mailing in your offering to 777 S. 
Summit Dr., Smithville, OH 44677 or by signing up for automatic 
giving (contact the church office or Pastor Kristy and we will mail 
you a form to sign up). 
 

http://www.stplcsmithville.org,/
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Offertory: W&P # 35     “Create in Me a Clean Heart”  
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
that I might serve you; 
create in me a clean heart, O God, 
that I might be renewed. 
So fill me and heal me, 
and bring me back to you. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
that I might serve you.   
 

Mary Rice Hopkins © 1989 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing, Big Steps 4 U, 
CCLI# 106855 

 

 

Offertory Prayer: 
 

P:  Let us pray. 
C:  Faithful God, 

you walk beside us in desert places, 
and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 
Accompany us in our Lenten journey and throughout our 
lives that we may, daily, pass over from death to life 
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction 
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Sending Hymn:  # 326      “Bless Now, O God, the Journey”  
 

1 Bless now, O God, the journey  
that all your people make, 
the path through noise and silence,  
the way of give and take. 
The trail is found in desert  
and winds the mountain round, 
then leads beside still waters, 
the road where faith is found. 

 

2 Bless sojourners and pilgrims  
who share this winding way; 
your hope burns through the terrors,  
your love sustains the day. 
We yearn for holy freedom 
while often we are bound; 
together we are seeking  
the road where faith is found. 
 

3 Divine eternal lover,  
you meet us on the road. 
We wait for land of promise  
where milk and honey flow, 
but waiting not for places,  
you meet us all around. 
Our covenant is written  
on roads, as faith is found. 

 
Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993 

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Dismissal:  
 

A:  Go in peace.  Share the good news. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Postlude 
 

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103649.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 

1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of theChurches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  CCLI Annual License # 2896986. 

 

 

 Your Prayers Are Requested For: 
 

Gabby, John, Jaimie, Karen Marks, Carol Elliot, Tonya Wade, 

Brittney Acres, Tommy Lineberger, Sandy, Ken Rutherford, Barb 

Schuster, Pat Chambers, Megan, The Miller Family, Gary Graham, 

Sandy Keeler, Lynne Buss, Geraldine Ace, Wanda Wagner, Mary 

Rehm, Margaret Hostetler, Jean Stamm, and Staff & Residents of all 

nursing homes 
 

St. Paul Families: 
 

Wanda Wagner, Tammy Widdows, and David & Lorinda Wolbaugh 

 

 

Thank you to those serving this morning: 
 

Worship Leader:  Pastor Kristy Buyok 

Cantor:  Kailyn Buyok 

Video Editor:  Evan Buyok 

Acolyte:  Evan Buyok   

Responder:  Josh Brown 

Ernie Buyok 
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Worship Services are streamed each Sunday at: 

www.stpaullutheran.work 

If you are unable to access via the internet,  

DVD copies are available for delivery to your home.   

Please contact Pastor Kristy:  (803) 673-1727. 

This service is available to anyone who wishes to participate and is not 

limited to St. Paul members. 

 

 

Parking Lot Services will continue 

weekly unless inhibited by bad weather. 

 

Tune your car radio to 107.1 

 

 

 

 

If you have not been receiving text message or email 

updates concerning worship services or Sunday 

School, call the church office with your contact 

information. 

 

http://www.stpaullutheran.work/

