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The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the 

risen Christ shares food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter 

template for the meal we share each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus 

both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the meaning of his 

suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the two 

main elements of our Sunday worship. 
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Prelude 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  We turn to the source of our life asking for help. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P:  Almighty God, 
C:  you are always willing to listen when we call to you and 

you always see us for who we really are.  Search deep 
within us and remove from us the fear that keeps us 
from believing, the doubt that keeps us from serving, 
and the sin that keeps us from walking with you in steps 
of life. 

 

Forgive us for the times that we chose to do the wrong 
things, for the things that we have said that have caused 
others to hurt, and for the times that we have not loved 
with your persistence.   

 

Return to us the joy of salvation and renew our hearts. 
 

P:  Rejoice with all creation Christ is alive and has offered you                                   
the joy of abundant life!   Christ has returned from the grave 
to wash away the sin of our fallen world.   
He restores innocence to the fallen, casts out hate, 
brings peace and teaches us to walk in humility.   
Jesus Christ loves you and frees you from the bonds of sin!   
To him be glory and dominion forever and ever! 

C:  Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn: C # 655    “Sanctuary”  
 

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 
pure and holy, tried and true; 
with thanksgiving, 
I'll be a living Sanctuary for you. 
  
Lord, prepare me to be a Sanctuary, 
pure and holy, tried and true; 
with thanksgiving, 
I'll be a living Sanctuary for you. 
 
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, 
pure and holy, tried and true; 
with thanksgiving, 
I'll be a living Sanctuary for you. 
  
Lord, prepare me to be a Sanctuary, 
pure and holy, tried and true; 
with thanksgiving, 
I'll be a living Sanctuary for you. 
 
I’ll be a living sanctuary for You.  
 

Text and Music: John Thompson and Randy Scruggs. © 1982 by Full Armor Music and Whole Armor 

Music. 

 

 

Greeting & Call to Worship:   
 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
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A:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
C:  Christ has risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 
A:  Darkness has been replaced with light! 
C:  Hope has come to set us free! 
 
A:  Come let us worship the one who has returned from the  

grave to offer us life! 
C:  Come let us give praise to our risen Lord! 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

A:  Let us pray.  Holy and righteous God, 
C:  you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your 

children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live 
as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

First Reading:  Acts 3:12-19 
 

12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you 
wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own 
power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our 
ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed 
over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had 
decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and 
Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 
15and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the 
dead. To this we are witnesses. 
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 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man 
strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through 
Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of 
you. 
  17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did 
also your rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold 
through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent 
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 
R:  The word of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Responsive Reading:  Psalm 4 

 
R:  Answer me when I call, O God of my right! You gave me 

room when I was in distress. Be gracious to me, and hear my 
prayer. 
 

 C: How long, you people, shall my honor suffer shame?   
 
R:  How long will you love vain words, and seek after lies? 
 
C: But know that the Lord has set apart the faithful for 

himself; the Lord hears when I call to him.  
 
R: When you are disturbed, do not sin; ponder it on your beds, 

and be silent.  
 
C: Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the Lord.  
 
 R: There are many who say, “O that we might see some good! 

Let the light of your face shine on us, O Lord!” 
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C: You have put gladness in my heart more than when their 
grain and wine abound.  

 
R: I will both lie down and sleep in peace; for you alone, O Lord, 

make me lie down in safety.  
  

 

Second Reading:  1 John 3:1-7 

 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called 
children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world 
does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are 
God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like 
him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in 
him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. 5You know that he was revealed to take away sins, 
and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no 
one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little children, 
let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is 
righteous, just as he is righteous. 
 
R:  The word of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation:   
 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the twenty-fourth 

chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.   
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Gospel Reading:  Luke 24:36b-48 
 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and 
thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why 
are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 
39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me 
and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see 
that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving 
and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to 
eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it 
and ate in their presence. 
  
 44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the 
law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 
45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 
46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to 
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 
witnesses of these things.” 
 
 P:  The Gospel of our Lord. C:  Praise to you O Christ. 
 

 
Children’s Sermon 
 

 

Sermon:  Pastor Kristy Buyok 
 

 

 



 7 

Hymn of the Day:  # 579  

“Lord, You Give the Great Commission” 
 

1 Lord, you give the great commission: 
 "Heal the sick and preach the word." 
 Lest the church neglect its mission, 
 and the gospel go unheard, 
 help us witness to your purpose 
 with renewed integrity: 
 
Refrain 
 With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us 
 for the work of ministry. 
 
2 Lord, you call us to your service: 
 "In my name baptize and teach." 
 That the world may trust your promise, 
 life abundant meant for each, 
 give us all new fervor, draw us 
 closer in community:  Refrain 
 
3 Lord, you make the common holy: 
 "This my body, this my blood." 
 Let us all, for earth's true glory, 
 daily lift life heavenward, 
 asking that the world around us 
 share your children's liberty:  Refrain 
 
4 Lord, you show us love's true measure: 
 "Father, what they do, forgive." 
 Yet we hoard as private treasure 
 all that you so freely give. 
 May your care and mercy lead us 
 to a just society:  Refrain 
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5 Lord, you bless with words assuring: 
 "I am with you to the end." 
 Faith and hope and love restoring, 
 may we serve as you intend 
 and, amid the cares that claim us, 
 hold in mind eternity:  Refrain 
 

Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b. 1934 
Text © 1978 Hope Publishing Company,  

Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
 

The Apostle’s Creed 
 

A:  Together, let us confess our shared faith.   
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic (universal) church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 



 9 

The Prayers 
 

A:  Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
bring our prayers before God who promises to hear us and 
answer in steadfast love. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
A:  Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with 

questions and wondering. Open our hearts and minds as we 
encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies 
repentance and forgiveness in the name of Jesus to all 
nations. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
A:  Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the 

universe out of your love and delight. Heal your creation 
where it is in need of restoration. Provide all the inhabitants 
of earth a peaceful and sustainable home. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
A:  God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your 

righteousness. Many call on you for guidance and strength. 
Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give your 
lovingkindness to national, state, and local leaders of people. 
Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
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A:  Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer 
them in their distress. Grant to those who are sick and 
suffering your compassion and nurse them back to health 
and wholeness We pray especially for Loretta, the family of 
Diane, the family of Lorri, Fred, Tommy, Barb, Sandy, 
Geraldine, Wanda, Mary, Margaret, Jean, the staff and 
residents of all nursing homes, and our St. Paul families: 
Ernie, Kristy, Kailyn, Evan, Steve, and Nancy for caregivers, 
hospice workers, and home health aides. Be close to the 
hearts of the lonely. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
A:  Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should 

be called the children of God. Reveal yourself to us so that 
we in this community of faith will become more and more like 
you in our mutual love and bold witness. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
A: God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now 

see you as you are. We thank you for their lives among us. 
Assure us of the peace you have promised, that we may join 
them in everlasting life. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, 

trusting in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 11 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:  
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  
     on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

Sharing of the Peace  
 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.   
C:  And also with you. 
  
 

  Offering:   Thank you to everyone who continues to support 

our ministries.  You may make an offering by clicking the donate 
button on our website: www.stplcsmithville.org, by mailing in your 
offering to 777 S. Summit Dr., Smithville, OH 44677 or by signing 
up for automatic giving (contact the church office or Pastor Kristy 
and we will mail you a form to sign up). 
 

 

 

 

http://www.stplcsmithville.org,/
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Offertory:  # 744  “Lord, Be Glorifed” 
  

1 In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
 in my life, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
2 In our song, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
 in our song, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
3 In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified; 
 in your church, Lord, be glorified today. 
 
4 In your world, Lord, be glorified, be glorified. 
 In your world, Lord, be glorified today. 
 

Text: Bob Kilpatrick, b. 1952 
Text © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, assigned 1998 to The Lorenz Corporation. All rights 

reserved. 

 

 

Offertory Prayer 
 

P:  Let us pray. 
C:  God of love, 

you call us beloved children and welcome us to your 
family of faith. Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.  
Amen.  

 

 

Benediction 
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Sending Hymn:  # 546    “To Be Your Presence”   
 

1 To be your presence is our mission here, 
to show compassion's face and list'ning ear, 
to be your heart of mercy ever near, 
alleluia! 
 

2 To be your presence is our mission bold, 
to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold, 
to be your hands of justice, right uphold, 
alleluia! 
 

3 To be your presence is our mission blest, 
to speak for all the broken and oppressed, 
to be your voice of hope, your love expressed, 
alleluia! 
  

4 We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, 
to serve your people is our call and choice, 
and in this mission we, the church, rejoice, alleluia! 

 

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 

800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 

 

Dismissal (with enthusiasm) 
 

A:  Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Be the Church - Blessed and Sent! 

C:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
 
 

Postlude 
 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103649.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 

1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  CCLI Annual License # 2896986. 
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Your Prayers Are Requested For: 
 

Loretta, the family of Diane, the family of Lorri, Fred, Tommy, Barb, 

Sandy, Geraldine, Wanda, Mary, Margaret, Jean, the staff and 

residents of all nursing homes 

 

St. Paul Families: 
 

Ernie, Kristy, Kailyn, and Evan Buyok and Steve & Nancy Carr 

      

 Thank you to those serving this morning 

 

 

Worship Services are streamed each Sunday at: 

www.stpaullutheran.work 

If you are unable to access via the internet,  

DVD copies are available for delivery to your home.   

Please contact Pastor Kristy:  (803) 673-1727. 

This service is available to anyone who wishes to participate and is not 

limited to St. Paul members. 

The American Red Cross/Wayne County Chapter, 244 W South St., 

Wooster will be the location for this years Tom Lantz Blood Drive. 

Your much needed blood donation will be taken on Saturday, May 1st 

from 9:00-3:00 that day. Covid precautions will be in place for the 

volunteers' and your protection. To preschedule a specific 

appointment time call 1-800-733-2767 or visit redcrossblood.org using 

sponsor keyword Lantz. Now, more than ever, Tom's family thanks 

you for continuing to support us and remembering Tom by helping 

others in need of life saving blood. 

http://www.stpaullutheran.work/
http://redcrossblood.org/
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Your church council is working on a plan for offering a safe version 
of in-person worship with a tentative start date of May 23, 
Pentecost.  The council is meeting weekly to make plans for this to 
be a reality, but it will take all of us working together to make it 
happen.  This service will be offered with modifications that follow 
CDC guidance.  There will be guidelines on mandatory mask 
wearing and social distancing to protect our brothers and sisters 
from illness.  We will need volunteers to help deep clean the church 
building before we return.   We will continue to offer the parking 
lot and recorded services for people who can not or are not ready 
to return to the building.  There will be time changes to the 
worship services so that everyone can worship in a way that makes 
them comfortable; however we do not have specifics at this time.  
While it would be easy to allow the changes to create anxiety and 
complaining, we will encourage everyone to set your goal as one of 
growing the Kingdom of Christ and focusing on our unity.  We have 
made it through a lot in the last fourteen months and we can make 
it through this, too.   
  
We ask for your patience & prayers as we carefully navigate these 
unchartered waters ahead of us. Pray for the needs of your fellow 
parishioners and visitors, pray that we make changes that honor 
God.  Pray that everyone stays healthy and well and as Christ said, 
“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 
others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your 
own interests, but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be 
in you that was[a] in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 2 . Also, if you are 
willing to help, please call the church office to be put on a list of 
volunteers. 
 

Your Council Members,  

Pastor Kristy, Nancy Carr, Tim Preston, Tammy Widdows, Kathy Meitzler, 

Lesley Miller, David Svegel, Lesley Mast, Barb Miller, and Darcy Tracey  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29380a

